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spondence was more complete and exact would have
an advantage in the struggle for existence and so tend
to be preserved. In this way the process of natural
selection, by separately adjusting individual repre-
sentations to actualities, would make them, converge
towards a common meeting-point or social standard of
true cognition. That is to say, by eliminating or at
least greatly circumscribing the region of individual
illusion, natural selection would exclude the possibility
of a persistent common illusion.

Not only so, the evolutionist may say that this
coincidence between common beliefs and true beliefs
would be furthered by social as well as individual
competition. A community has an advantage in the
struggle with other communities when it is dis-
tinguished by the presence of the conditions of
effective co-operation, such as mutual confidence.
Among these conditions a body of true knowledge
seems to be of the first importance, since conjoint
action always presupposes common beliefs, and, to be
effective action, implies that these beliefs are correct.
Consequently, it may be argued, the forces at work
in the action of man on man, of society on the indi-
vidual, in the way of assimilating belief, must tend,
in the long run, to bring about a coincidence between
representations and facts. Thus, in another way,
natural selection would help to adjust our ideas to
realities, and to exclude the possibility of anything,
like a permanent common error.

Yet once more, according to Mr. Herbert Spencer,
the tendency to agreement between our ideas and
the environment would be aided by what he calls the